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Fig. 1 Locality map showing a sampling site (%) for C dating
Base map : the Geographical Survey Institute Scale 1/25,000 topographic map of Higashihennazaki, modified.
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Fig. 2 Sampling point of a fossil shell used for "C dating on the huge coral boulder
on Maibah beach
A circle indicates the sampling point.
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Table 1 AMS "C age and calibrated age of a fossil shell sample collected from a coral boulder on Maibah beach,

southeast of Miyako Island
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Lab. Code No.
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Calibrated radiocarbon age of a fossil shell sample collected from

a coral boulder beached on Maibah beach, southeast of

Miyako Island, southwest of Japan

*1,a

Kunio Omoto

Many coral boulders were beached on the
coasts of Sakishima Islands by the 1771 Meiwa
tsunami and previous huge tsunamis (Omoto, 2011).
We collected B. decussata (or Amygdaloumtostum)
from one of the huge coral boulders (4.2x3.3X
2.5m) beached on Maibah beach, southeast of
Miyako Island. The sample was stuck to the
bottom of a small hollow (L : 5xXH :3XD :5cm :
ca. 2.4masl) in joint condition. The result of
AMS "C dating of shell sample showed 558 + 24
yrs BP (NUTA2-15498 : 8°C=3.2% ). The calibrated
“C age with correlation for the local reservoir
effect indicated AD 1712 (lower) and AD 1840

and Toshio Nakamura**

(upper) with median probability of AD 1793.
The median probability coincided with the 1771
Meiwa tsunami within an error range of *lo.
No huge tsunami except for the 1771 Meiwa
tsunami attacked on Miyako Island during the
above range of years. We cannot envision trans-
porting power to move huge coral boulders
other than the huge power of this tsunami. The
above facts suggest that the fossil shell had
probably been alive inside the coral boulder until
the 1771 Meiwa tsunami which transported it
onto Maibah beach.

Keywords : 1771 Meiwa tsunami, AMS "“C dating, calibrated *C age, Miyako Island, Maibah beach
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